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three highest castes could enter the ascetic order; his
followers went farther and admitted men of lower cashes ;
and at the present time nearly all the members of the
sect are Chamars, one of the lowest. It is a noticeable
fact that whilst, as their name implies, they profess to
be worshippers of the one true God, many of them
worship the Hindu deities. As a rule, however, the
members differ from the rest of the Chamars in.this :
they are a quiet, industrious, sober people, who regard
it a duty to abstain from meat of all kinds, intoxicating
drinks, and tobacco. Their necklaces, having been
touched by the guru, are regarded with especial rever-
ence. They hate the orthodox Hindus; Brahmans
most of all.

The Siva Nardyanas are the followers of a Rajput
named Siva Narayana, who lived in the eighteenth
century. His teaching was pure theism. All classes
of Hindus, and Mussulmans too, are welcomed to the
sect. Truth, temperance, and mercy form its main
tenets, and its members are enjoined to observe the
outward social observance of the community from which
they came, though they repudiate the religious rites
and faiths.